
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AUGUST 2022 

Care & Connection 
 

Care & Connection (formerly Links) is a network of personal connections 

between missionaries and Nazarene districts around the world. Links now falls 

under the umbrella of Care & Connection. The Links program has been expanded 

to include more missionaries.  

Missionaries who agree to participate in the program are assigned to districts to 

help foster a personal connection between them and the district, through regular 

correspondence from missionaries, updates from their field of service, and 

presentations by their Links missionary when they are on home assignment.  

The ministry of Care & Connection is in the process of being revamped and 

expanded. The length of an assignment of a Links missionary to a district will 

change from the current three years to one year and will start on January 1, 

2023. Districts will also be assigned all sent missionaries from their respective 

districts under this new format.  

Our district’s current Links assignments ended as of July 1, 2022, and we have 

been eagerly waiting to hear about our new assigned missionaries.   

 See update on page 4. 
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Two Missionaries are coming to the Rocky Mountain District this fall. 

Host Churches --- Are you prepared for their visit? Have you advertised it to your congregation and 

community? Have you prepared for their visit with plans for a meal and presentation?  Have you started to receive 

funds for a deputation offering? Have you arranged for their overnight stay?    

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE – PLAN AHEAD. 

Dr.  Floyd Cunningham’s Schedule 

Professor and Missionary at Asia Pacific 

Nazarene Theological Seminary 

Sept. 25 Cheyenne SonRise 
Sept. 26 Casper Nazarene 
Sept. 27 Pavillion – Paskel’s Place 
Sept. 28 Sunnyside  Kinnear 
Sept. 29 Billings New Hope 
Sept. 30 Laurel First 
Oct. 1   Missoula 
Oct. 2  Pablo / Polson 
 

Church of the Nazarene Asia-Pacific - Floyd 

Cunningham (asiapacificnazarene.org)   

https://asiapacificnazarene.org/missionary-profiles/floyd-cunningham/
https://asiapacificnazarene.org/missionary-profiles/floyd-cunningham/
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The Difference Between Global Missions 
and Nazarene Missions International 

GLOBAL MISSIONS NAZARENE MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL 
 
Screens applications and 
appoints candidates 
 

 
Provides missionaries with prayer support and 
personal items through Care & Connection. 

Assigns missionaries to the 
various mission fields. 

Raises money for buildings through Alabaster; 
formulates Work & Witness teams on district/local 
levels; promotes offerings for Nazarene 
Compassionate Ministries and World Evangelism 
Fund. 

Sends salaries to missionaries. 
 

Helps raise the World Evangelism Fund. Through 
Missionary Christmas Fund, presents a monetary 
Christmas gift and sends out Holiness Today. 

Processes missionaries’ 
requests for medical assistance. 
 

Collects funds to help defray health costs through the 
Memorial Roll, Distinguished Service Award, and 
Medical Plan offerings. 

Receives prayer requests from 
the fields. 
 

Educates members about countries in various regions 
and offers prayer requests and praises through NMI 
Connect, by a weekly email. 

Responds to educational needs 
of missionaries’ children. 
 

Helps raise money to offset the educational needs for 
missionaries’ children through World Evangelism Fund. 

Trains missionaries for 
effectiveness in ministry. 
 

Informs churches through NMI reading books (in 
archives); through Holiness Today magazine, NMI 
website, and YouTube/Vimeo presentations. 

Determines deputation for 
missionaries. 

Welcomes missionaries on Home Assignment and 
invites them for deputation services in the local 
churches, helping to equip them to return to the field. 

Arranges for missionaries on 
home assignment and those who 
are delegates to attend the 
General NMI Convention. 

 
Responsible for and involves the missionaries in the 
General NMI Convention. 

Determines retirement of 
missionaries. 

Helps provide assistance to retired missionaries 
though Care & Connection, Missionary Christmas 
Fund, Medical Plan, deputation funds and World 
Evangelism Fund. 
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Care & Connection --- our new District Links Assignments Update 

 

We have received our new district Links assignment. 

 

 

Brian and Erin Ketchum 

 

Brian and Erin Ketchum have been assigned to the Rocky Mountain 

District until December 31, 2023. 

Email: bketchum@eurasiareion.org 
Languages Spoken: English, French 
 

Online Missionary Profile: https://missionary.nazarene.org/u/Erin-and-Brian-Ketchum 
 

Brian and Erin are global missionaries with the Church of the 
Nazarene and have been ministering in the country of France since 
October 2009.   

Brian is serving as a facilitator on the district working alongside 
national leaders and local congregations for the healthy development of interdependent churches. 
Erin is serving alongside one of the local congregations assisting in outreach and other “connection 
point” ministries. 

Brian grew up as a missionary kid in Haiti and other parts of the Caribbean, and Erin was born and 
raised in the Middle East where her family has served as missionaries in Israel and other surrounding 
countries. 

Brian and Erin met at Eastern Nazarene College, were married in 2002, and have 4 children. Their 
oldest, Grace, was born in 2008 and was 16 months old upon their arrival in France. Eliott was born 
in Versailles, France in 2010 and Nora and Luca were both born in Chartres, France in 2012 and 
2015. 

As the Ketchums continue to follow God’s call on their lives, they are deeply encouraged to know that 
they serve with the support and prayers of their church family.  

Our district will be exploring the possibility of arranging a zoom call with the Ketchums in the coming months, so that we 

can get to know them and learn about their ministry in France. Stay tuned for more news on time and date. 

Bienvenue 

mailto:bketchum@eurasiareion.org
https://missionary.nazarene.org/u/Erin-and-Brian-Ketchum
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The Church of the Nazarene in France  

 

FRANCE is a country in the Eurasia 
Region of the Church of the Nazarene. 

It has a population of 67.4 million people. The 

capitol city is Paris.  

Most French people are of Celtic-Gallic origin, 
with a significant admixture of Italic (Romans) 
and Germanic (Franks) groups reflecting 
centuries of respective migration and 
settlement.  

Large-scale immigration over the last century 
and a half has led to a more multicultural 
society.  

In 2004, the Institut Montaigne estimated that 
within Metropolitan France, 51 million people 
were White (85% of the population), 6 million 
were Northwest African (10%), 2 million were 
Black (3.3%), and 1 million were Asian (1.7%). 

France is a secular country in which freedom of 

religion is a constitutional right. 

 Recent surveys show 51.1% of the total population of 

France to be Christian, 39.6% had no religion 

(atheism or agnosticism), 5.6% were Muslims, 2.5% 

were followers of other faiths, and the remaining 0.4% 

were undecided about their faith. 



Newsletter of the Rocky Mountain District NMI   --   Contact District NMI President at nmi@rmnaz.org 
 

GLOBAL LINKS POLICY - ADOPTED GLOBAL NMI EXECUTIVE COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY, 2022 

Purpose: 

Links is a Nazarene Missions International (NMI) system to assist 
districts in providing care and connection to Nazarene missionaries. 

Global Scope 

Each region, through the sending district, provides care and connection to 
Nazarene missionaries sent from their region. Links provides additional 

care and connection to globally deployed missionaries who are deployed from 
your region and other regions. Only missionaries assigned through the Links system, 

should be referred to as Links missionaries. Links assignments are made by global NMI in 
consultation with the regional NMI coordinator. 

Global, Sponsored, and Retiree Missionary Involvement 

 Care and connection is provided to every global and sponsored Nazarene missionary who is on 
contract with Global Missions, by their home district. 

 Retired missionaries, who meet Global Missions requirements as a retiree, are provided care and 
connection by their home district. 

 Globally deployed missionaries are eligible to be assigned to any district in the Church of the 
Nazarene for additional care and connection through Links. 

Global Process & Procedures 

 Assignment: The Links connection is between a district/country/field and the missionary. Local 
churches should work with the district to care for their missionaries including those assigned 
through Links. Globally assigned missionaries must respond to the global NMI office by the 
deadline given to participate in Links. It is possible that not every globally deployed missionary 
will receive a Links assignment each year. 
 

 Assignment Length: All assignments are one year in length and will be from January 1 – 
December 31 each year regardless of the fiscal/church year. Districts, whose Links assigned 
missionary end their Global Missions contract by September 1, will receive another Links 
assignment for the remainder of that Links year. 
 

 Monetary Gifts: Any monetary gifts for missionaries through Links, will be processed through 
the missionary’s deputation account. Gifts to retired missionaries must be given directly to 
them. 
 

 Participation: It is anticipated that each Links participant (district/country/field and missionary) 
will: 
 Pray for each other 
 Communicate with each other at least three times a year 
 The district/country/field will invite the Links missionary to speak at events in person or 

online 
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Nazarene Missionaries Spread Scriptural Holiness 
As the Holy Spirit prepares the way for transformational holiness, Nazarene Missions sends its missionaries in 

partnership with local communities to join in God’s movement of restoration and peace in hearts and lives. 

 

 

Holistic Child Development Programs 
When a child has access to care that addresses the whole person—mind, body, and spirit—they develop the tools 

needed to interrupt the cycle of poverty. The Church of the Nazarene’s holistic child development programs are 

designed to do that.  Click here for more information. 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Over 11,000 children are cared for through Nazarene child development programs in 253 child development centers 

in 60 countries. 

 

 

  

Dr. Kwon reported $26, 533 in deputation giving with 3 churches still to report the final total amount. 

https://nazarenemissions.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=304f5aa03caa8a6cf9a099547&id=b2faae3cda&e=7328a66d17
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Developing Tomorrow’s Missionaries Today 

 The District NMI Mission Call Coordinator’s task is to: • cultivate • enhance • enrich • foster • encourage • 

nourish • support • nurture • boost • promote missions, in conjunction with the local churches. 

Local church (Pastor / Local NMI President) 

1. Finds, encourages and develops children, youth and young adults who sense God’s call to mission 

service 

2.  Coordinates follow-up, disseminates information, prays for and encourages individuals who sense 

God’s call to missions 

3. Maintains ongoing communication with the district mission call coordinator (by sending names and 

contact information) 

Our Rocky Mountain District NMI Mission Call Coordinator is Pastor Matthew Connally. 

He can be contacted at pastormatthewconnally@gmail.com . If you know of someone in your church who is 

considering a call to mission service or who would like more information, please advise them to contact your 

pastor and your local NMI president as they can serve as mentors. They, in turn, will contact the district 

mission call coordinator.  

  

PRAY PRAY PRAY

Name   Church 

Jonathan Holien     Kalispell 

Caidon Tygart     Laurel 

Jennifer Hammonds Laurel 

Ryan Ankle-Rond Laurel 

Vesper Krantz     Pablo 

Malachi Connally     Pablo 

Michael Reinke     Whitefish 

Julia Hagemeister Whitefish 

Allison Kissack  Casper 

Tia Alread  Victor 

 

Keep these people in your prayers. Send 

cards or notes of encouragement through 

their church address. If they attend your 

church, take time to speak to them about 

their calling. 

Isaiah 6:8 8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, "Whom shall I send? And 

who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED:   Pray for and support Timothy and Margarette Stearns, from Frenchtown MT, as 

they prepare to go to Paraguay to serve God by serving others. See more information on the next page. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ef2ffb21071a35be9e88f880e0aef38197469f064664ad31c78af6e1a255f0a5JmltdHM9MTY1NzgyMjU2MSZpZ3VpZD1jMGVjNDI2ZS02M2QxLTQ5ZjEtOGZiMy0wMzQ0ZGMxNTMxMTYmaW5zaWQ9NTQzMA&ptn=3&fclid=03f165b8-03a1-11ed-8343-03ef6473c6bb&u=a1aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iaWJsaWNhLmNvbS9lbi11cy9iaWJsZS9vbmxpbmUtYmlibGUvbml2L2lzYWlhaC82Lw&ntb=1
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Greetings from Tim, Margarette, and Natalie Stearns.  

 

We have received a deployment date from Global Mission 

of November 1, 2022. We have been offered a one-year 

commitment to serve in the country of Paraguay. While we 

are very excited about this development, we must complete 

our fundraising.  

 

Our leadership has asked us to find donors who donate 

every month. The magic of monthly giving is that the 

amount given over a year is 12 times the monthly gift. For 

example, if $10 is donated every month by the end of the 

year, $120 has been donated. 
 

We also request that you continue to remember to pray for 

us. The amount of details that still need to be worked out is 

astounding. 
 

Thank you so much to every person and church that prays 

for and/or supports us. If you would like to know more 

about how you can participate in supporting our mission 

work in Paraguay, you can go 

to https://nazarene.org/missionary/south-america/tim-and-

margarette-stearns 

 

 
 

 

https://nazarene.org/missionary/south-america/tim-and-margarette-stearns
https://nazarene.org/missionary/south-america/tim-and-margarette-stearns
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Paraguay, officially the Republic of Paraguay is a country in South America. It 

is bordered by Argentina to the south and southwest, Brazil to the east and 

northeast, and Bolivia to the northwest.  

It has a population of 7 million, nearly 3 million of whom live in the capital and 

largest city of Asunción, and its surrounding metro.  

Although one of only two landlocked countries in South America (Bolivia is the 

other), Paraguay has ports on the Paraguay and Paraná rivers that give exit to the 

Atlantic Ocean, through the Paraná-Paraguay Waterway. 

Paraguay is a developing country.  It is a founding member of Mercosur, the United 
Nations, the Organization of American States, the Non-Aligned Movement and 
the Lima Group. Additionally, the city of Luque, in metropolitan Asuncion, is the 
seat of the South American Football Confederation. 

The majority of Paraguay's seven million people are mestizo, and Guarani culture 
remains widely influential; more than 90% of the population speak various dialects 
of the Guarani language alongside Spanish.    (Taken from Paraguay - Wikipedia) 

 

Paraguay sits in the center of the South American Region of the Church of the Nazarene, in the 
South Cone Field. 

The Church of the Nazarene entered Paraguay in 1980 with the arrival of missionaries Elmer 
and Dorothy Nelson. During those years many churches were organized and several of them 
are still open to this day.  

 

Paraguay currently has 22 active churches in 3 districts and a membership of approximately 1550 people. 

Paraguay is ripe for change: three districts have been organized with their respective superintendents, closed churches 
have been reopened and new ones are being planted in places where there was no Nazarene presence in the past. 

 

Life in Paraguay: 

 There is still a significant gap between rich and poor Paraguayans. 

 Underemployment is high and working conditions are poor. 

 Small-scale farmers are losing their jobs due to the big agricultural companies. 

 Paraguayan democracy is lacking in social components. 

 One-fifth of the people who live in Asunción live in slums and there are 1,000 slum areas around the city. 

 Paraguayans face hunger and malnutrition. 

 Educational attainment is lacking and health care is not accessible to everyone. 

 On a positive note: Paraguay has made giant leaps in increasing access to clean drinking water over the past few 
years and the Paraguayan economy recovered strongly in 2021 after two years of recession due to drought in 
2019 and the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. 

 

Paraguay has no official state religion. The constitution provides for freedom of religion, enabling citizens to freely 

select and practice a religion of their choice. Religious organizations that operate in the country have their independence 

guaranteed by the state. Ninety-four percent (94%) of the population profess Christianity with the majority claiming 

Catholicism. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paraguay
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TO REGISTER FOR RETREATS GO TO RMNAZ.ORG (Our district webpage) 

General Assembly 

(NMI NDI NYI) 

June 9 – 16, 2023 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NMI / NDI Conventions 

District Assembly  

June 22 - 24, 2023 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NYC 2023 

National Youth Conference 

July 5 - 9, 2023 

Tampa Bay, Florida 
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Coming soon ---   Alabaster Offering 
  
 
The Alabaster Offering provides funds for property and buildings around the world. 
 
Alabaster offerings are typically given in September and February, but you can contribute at 
any time. You can use the Alabaster boxes which can be purchased from The Foundry 
Publishing, or create your own receptacle.  

 

Use of Alabaster funds 
  
Alabaster funds are to be used for new churches to: 
    •    Purchase a property or church building 
    •    Purchase or build a church parsonage 
    •    Build a church building 
    •    Conversion of a property into a church gathering space 
    •    Meet initial costs for renting a church meeting space for a limited period 
  
Alabaster funds may also be used to: 
    •    Purchase or build missionary homes 
    •    Purchase or build regional or field missions facilities 
    •    Build or repurpose buildings on Bible college campuses 
 

  

 

 

 

 

NMI Central is a weekly email publication focusing on the work of the Church 

of the Nazarene. Every week’s email highlights a country around the globe 

and brings information about the Church of the Nazarene in that country, 

along with prayer needs and praise reports for the global ministries of the 

Church of the Nazarene and our missionaries. Subscribe now and receive 

this weekly update by email. 

https://nazarene.org/who-we-are/organization/ministries/nazarene-missions-international/nmi-resources/nmi-

central 

 

NMI Central 
NAZARENE MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL 

https://nazarene.org/who-we-are/organization/ministries/nazarene-missions-international/nmi-resources/nmi-central
https://nazarene.org/who-we-are/organization/ministries/nazarene-missions-international/nmi-resources/nmi-central
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PRAY PRAY PRAY AND PRAY SOME MORE. 

Set an alarm reminder on your smart phone 

and stop at noon to prayer for your pastor. 

When you have your lunch, include prayers 

for your pastor in your prayer of 

thanksgiving. 

“For where two or three gather in my 

name, there am I with them.” Matt. 18:20 

A PLANNING COMMITTEE has been struck for next year’s auxiliaries’ conventions and District Assembly.  

Expect some exciting changes to be announced as plans are developed further.  

If there is something new you would like to see happen during this time, let us know. If there was something you 

enjoyed about this past convention / District Assembly, let us know… or did not enjoy… let us know that as well. 

Contact JoAnn Hirning at nmi@rmnaz.org  or 406.647.6605 and this will be passed on to the committee. 

mailto:nmi@rmnaz.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

August Monthly Emphasis – Care & Connection (formerly Links) 

August 1 (8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors at Noon 

August 8-12 Kids Camp  (Lion’s Camp at Red Lodge, MT) 

 

September Monthly Emphasis – Alabaster 

Sept 5  (12th, 19th, 26th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors at Noon 

Sept 9, 10 Special Needs Training (at Laurel COTN) 

Sept 25 Floyd Cunningham Home Assignment Tour begins in our district 

Sept 30 (to Oct 2)  District Women’s Retreat at Abba’s Haven  

 

October  Monthly Emphasis – Mission Priority One & 10-40 Window 

Oct 2  Dr. David & Rhonda Ackerman, and daughter Shan start their tour of RMD 

Oct 3  (10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) Partners in Prayer for Pastors every Monday at Noon 

Oct 10 Columbus Day (USA) and Thanksgiving Day (Canada) 

Oct 13-16 Regional NYI – The Call Conference 

 

November  Monthly Emphasis – Thank Offering (World Evangelism Fund / Faith Promise) and  

  Special Prayer for International Day of Prayer 

Nov. 4 – 6  PK Retreat .. Churches please make sure your Pastor’s Kids get an opportunity to  

  attend this retreat – geared especially for them. 

Nov. 6 Daylight Savings Ends 

Nov. 7 (14th, 21st, 28th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors 

Nov. 8 Election Day 

Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day 

Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day 

 


