
 

 

  

  

NOVEMBER 2022 

Thanks Offering  
The Church of the Nazarene's Thanks Offering for 

the World Evangelism Fund has been a 

denominational tradition for more than 80 years.  

As it did in its beginning, the offering continues to 

raise support and awareness for missionary causes 

through the World Evangelism Fund. 

This NMI emphasis for November was originally 

called the Thanksgiving Offering, but was later 

changed to “Thanks Offering” as not all the world 

regions celebrate an official Thanksgiving Day. 

As members of the Church of the Nazarene, we 

treasure the miracles God has provided for global 

evangelism in the past and anticipate what He will do 

in the future. 

In 2021-22 our District gave $188,047 to the World 

Evangelism Fund. 

"Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good, for his steadfast love endures 

forever!"  

(Psalm 107:1) 

International Day of 
Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church 

November 6, 2022 

Please join us in praying for 
our persecuted brothers and 
sisters living in restricted 
nations this November and 
throughout the year. 

Receiving threats from 
unbelievers and the 
oppressive establishment is 
commonplace for the 
persecuted church. Threats 
frequently arrive in various 
forms causing rejection at 
home, at school, and even at 
work. Finding that safe “place” 
to worship without malicious 
threats and finding the inner 
peace to continue to share 
Jesus no matter the cost is a 
spiritual lives are at risk.  

 



Thanksgiving Day in Canada 

The earlier Thanksgiving celebrations in Canada has been 
attributed to the earlier onset of winter in the North, thus 

ending the harvest season earlier. Thanksgiving in 
Canada did not have a fixed date until the late 19th 

century. Prior to Canadian Confederation, many of the 
individual colonial governors of the Canadian provinces 
had declared their own days of Thanksgiving. The first 
official Canadian Thanksgiving occurred on April 15, 
1872, when the nation was celebrating the Prince of 

Wales' recovery from a serious illness. 

By the end of the 19th century, Thanksgiving Day was 
normally celebrated on November 6. In the late 19th 

century, the Militia staged "sham battles" for public 
entertainment on Thanksgiving Day. However the Militia 

requested an earlier date for the holiday, so they could use the 
warmer weather to draw bigger crowds. However, when the First World War ended, the Armistice 
Day holiday was usually held during the same week. To prevent the two holidays from clashing with 
one another, in 1957 the Canadian Parliament proclaimed Thanksgiving to be observed on its present 
date on the second Monday of October (the same day as Columbus Day in the USA). 

 

Thanksgiving Day in the United States of America 

Thanksgiving in the USA can be traced to the Pilgrims and Puritans who emigrated from England in 

the 1620s and 1630s. They brought their previous tradition of Days of Fasting and Days of 

Thanksgiving with them to New England. The 1621 Plymouth, Massachusetts thanksgiving was 

prompted by a good harvest. The Pilgrims celebrated this with the Wampanoags, a tribe of Native 

Americans who, along with the last surviving Patuxet, had helped them get through the previous 

winter by giving them food in that time of scarcity, in exchange for an alliance and protection against 

the rival Narragansett tribe.  

On October 31, 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a presidential proclamation setting the 

holiday to the next to last Thursday in November, instead of the last Thursday in November, in an 

effort to boost the economy. This earlier date created an extra seven days for Christmas shopping 

since at that time retailers never began promoting the Christmas season until after Thanksgiving.   

Other countries which 

celebrate a day of 

Thanksgiving are: 

Australia, Brazil, 

Grenada, Liberia, 

Netherlands, 

Philippines, Rawanda, 

Saint Lucia, Germany, 

Japan, and the United 

Kingdom. 

CORRECTION TO DATES FOR DISTRICT ASSEMBLY & CONVENTIONS 2023 

I am sorry, but I have been publishing the dates of our next District Assembly incorrectly. The dates should 

read as:           Friday, June 23rd to Sunday, June 25th 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_VII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_VII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrims_(Plymouth_Colony)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wampanoag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squanto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narragansett_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franksgiving


  

 

 

June 23 – 25, 2023 

Ramada Plaza 

Sheridan WY  

 

Be in prayer for the district leadership as they plan for  

the 2023 District Assembly and Conventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 23 – Sunday, June 25, 2023 

Ramada Plaza  --  Sheridan WY  

 

Be in prayer for the district leadership as they plan for  

the 2023 District Assembly and Conventions. 

Schedule coming soon…. Stay tuned. 

 



 

Welcome Jason and Amy Wilson as the new pastoral 

family at Whitefish Church of the Nazarene. 

May God bless your ministry at Whitefish Nazarene, and may the 

church, the community, and the district be blessed by your presence. 

We look forward to meeting you soon. 

 

 

 

The Church of the Nazarene is a Movement of God, through the people 

of God… we are ordinary people called to do extraordinary things in 

His name.  

 

 

  

 

Zambia 
 

The Church of the Nazarene began 
work in Zambia in 1961. Zambia is a 
southern African country of rugged 

terrain and diverse wildlife, with 
many parks and safari areas. On its 
border with Zimbabwe is the famed 
Victoria Falls — indigenously called 

Mosi-oa-Tunya, or "Smoke That 
Thunders” — plunging a misty 108m 
(354 ft) into narrow Batoka Gorge. It 

has a population of approximately 
18.3 million people and the official 

language is English. 

 

 

NMI Central is a weekly email publication focusing on 

the work of the Church of the Nazarene. Every week 

prayer needs and praise reports for the global 

ministries of the Church of the Nazarene and our 

missionaries will be listed as well as ways you can get 

involved.  Subscribe now to receive your weekly 

updates. 



Try these French Crepes and remember to pray for our 

Links Missionaries, Brian & Erin Ketchum, in France.      Bon Appetit. 

 

French Crepes 
I n g r e d i e n t s  

f o r  t h e  c r e p e s  

 2 eggs 

 1/4 cup butter, melted 

 2 1/2 tbsp sugar 

 1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

 1/2 cup milk 

 1/8 cup water 

 1/2 tsp vanilla 

 tiny dash of salt 

f o r  t h e  f i l l i n g  

 1 cup heavy whipping cream 

 2-4 tbsp powdered sugar (to taste) 

 1/2 tsp vanilla extract 

 fresh strawberry slices 

 

  

I n s t r u c t i o n s  

F o r  t h e  C r e p e s  

1. Whisk all the ingredients, except the flour, 

together. Add in the flour, a little bit at a time, 

whisking just until the flour has been mixed in. 

2. Let the crepe batter rest for 10 minutes. Then, 

give the batter a quick whisk again before using. 

3. Grease a non-stick, 6" skillet with unsalted 

butter and heat over medium heat. Pour about 

2-3 tablespoons worth of batter into the pan and 

tip the pan from side to side to get the batter to 

spread out throughout the pan. 

4. Cook each side of the crepe for 30 seconds 

before gently loosening up the edges with a 

large spatula. If it lifts, then the crepe is ready to 

be flipped. If it doesn't lift up very well, give it 10 

to 15 more seconds and try again. Gently lift the 

crepe out of the pan, then flip over into the pan 

and cook the other side for another 10 to 15 

seconds; remove to cool. 

F o r  t h e  f i l l i n g  

1. Simply beat the heavy whipping cream with a 

hand mixer or stand mixer until soft peaks form. 

Add in the powdered sugar and vanilla, then 

beat until stiff peaks form.  

Spread a layer of cream onto each crepe, add 

sliced strawberries, and then roll the crepe like 

you would a wrap. 



 PRAY FOR THESE CHURCHES, PASTORS AND THEIR FAMILIES: 

 

Basin, Montana  

 

Basin Church of the 

Nazarene 

  

Retired Pastor Floyd 

Oliver and Mary Ellen 

 

 

Belgrade, Montana  

River Rock Church of the Nazarene   

Pastor Emmanuel and Janelle Reinbold  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billings, Montana  

New Hope Church of the Nazarene   

  

Pastor JD and Jackie Shanahan   

    

Children's Pastor: Katie Miller (Bob)  

 

 

 

 

Future editions will highlight other RMD churches and Pastors alphabetically by location. 



 

 

 

 

Where in the world  

do you want to serve? 

Check out all the 103 opportunities 

currently available. 

 

https://opportunities.nazarene.org/opportunity-summary 

  

Church planter in Palau               English Teacher in Asia          Dean of Administration 

Elementary Teacher in Papua New Guinea English Professor in the Philippines 

English Professor in Asia      English Professor in Micronesia   Administrative Assistant  

High School Teacher Writer Café Assistant Barista     Sports Coach & more 

TT 



If someone in your church has sensed a call to 

missions, no matter what age, please forward their 

name to nmi@rmnaz.org or to our Missions Call 

Coordinator, Pastor Matthew Connally at 

pastormatthewconnally@gmail.com so that we can 

pray for them, encourage then and involve them 

along with you. 

 

NMI exists to mobilize the church in mission 

through prayer, education, giving, and 

interactive experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nmi@rmnaz.org
mailto:pastormatthewconnally@gmail.com


What is a Tithe? 

According to a recent poll by Barna.com, only 43% of Christians say they know 
what the term "Tithe" means. 

 
Only 2 in 5 or 39% of all U.S. adults polled stated they 
are familiar with the term “tithe,” and were able to 
provide a definition. Another 39%, indicated they are 
unfamiliar with the term, and 22% said they are 
familiar with the word “tithe” but could not give its 
meaning. 

Among Christians only 43%% know what Tithing 
means. Even among faithful church attendees 22% 
do not recognize the term, Tithing. 

In contrast, ninety-nine percent of pastors stated they are 
familiar with the concept of tithing and its meaning. 

Read more at: What Is a Tithe? New Data on Perceptions of the 10 Percent - Barna Group 

 

  

Only Two in Five 

Practicing 

Christians Give 

At Least 10% of 

Their Annual 

Income as a 

Tithe, and 25% of 

church attenders 

don’t give to the 

church at all. 

 

Leviticus 27:30 

 

A tithe of everything from the 

land, whether grain from the 

soil or fruit from the trees, 

belongs to the LORD; it is holy 

to the LORD. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

7 Each of you should give what you have 

decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 

to bless you abundantly, so that in all 

things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good 

work. 

 

https://www.barna.com/research/what-is-a-tithe/


  
WORLD EVANGELISM FUND (WEF) AND THE THANKS 
OFFERING 

The Church of the Nazarene's Thanks Offering for the World Evangelism Fund has been a 
denominational tradition for more than 80 years. 

As it did in its beginning, the offering continues to raise support and awareness for missionary 
causes through the World Evangelism Fund. 

Through your generosity to WEF and the Thanks Offering, you can be a part of the continuing 

history of the Church of the Nazarene as we fulfill the Great Commission around the world! 

In 2019, 85 districts gave 5.5 percent of their income and beyond to the World Evangelism 

Fund. WEF giving beyond 5.5 percent helps open new work, sustains works opened in recent 

years, and helps send new missionaries that God calls. 

Statistics for 2021 show 33.6% of Global Churches of the Nazarene gave 5.5% or more to 

World Evangelism. No WEF was reported by 30.6% whereas some WEF was reported by 

35.9%.  (Based on 20,475 churches reporting financial data this year.) 

Are You Feeling Thankful This Year? 

Do you ever stop and truly thank God for all He has done for you in your 

life? We, as Christians, should humble ourselves before God and express 

our most heartfelt appreciation and gratitude for all the blessings He has 

bestowed on us.  

When we look back on our lives our hearts should burst with joy and 

appreciation and we should be forever grateful. 

First of all, God gave His one and only Son, Jesus Christ to die for our 

salvation. (John 3:16) 

2. We are never alone as God will not leave us or forsake us. (Hebrews 13b) 

3. God gives us hope today, and in days to come. (Romans 15:13) 

4. God loves us unconditionally. (1 John 4:16) 

5. Our God is good and merciful. (Ps. 100:5) 

 

 



 

  We met with the Ketchum family on Saturday, October 29th by 

ZOOM. It was great to connect with them. Thank you to all who 

attended. 

Happy Birthday Luca…  (Nov. 5) 

May God shower you with many blessings. 

Pray for these missionaries that God will help them build 

relationships with the people in their area of France. Pray also 

for them as they have just moved into a new house which needs 

some work and upkeep. Thank God for parents (and Inlaws) who 

come to visit and help out.  

Do you want to gift them with something from the USA? I sent a 

Christmas item via Amazon and it was there in less than a week. 

Some suggestions are holiday items, pumpkin spice, seasonal 

decoration items, and ranch dressing. 

 

Brian and Erin Ketchum with 

children: Grace, Elliott, Nora, and 

Luca 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED (article by Callie Stevens) 

“YOU START WITH WHAT YOU HAVE, EVEN IF IT IS LITTLE, AND GO FROM THERE.” 

In France, community members keep a food distribution running.  

Read about here: 2022 Issue 1 | Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (ncm.org)  

 

 

 

Remember the Stearn Family (Tim, Margarette, 

Natalie) as they head off to Paraguay this 

month. 

Isaiah 58: 11   

And the LORD will guide you continually 

and satisfy your desire in scorched places 

and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 

like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 
 

 

https://ncm.org/2022-issue-1


 

  



  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

November Monthly Emphasis – Thank Offering (World Evangelism Fund / Faith 

Promise) and Special Prayer for International Day of Prayer 

Nov. 4 – 6  PK Retreat .. Churches please make sure your Pastor’s Kids get an 

opportunity to attend this retreat – geared especially for them. 

Nov. 6 Daylight Savings Ends  -FALL BACK 

Nov. 7 (14th, 21st, 28th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors 

Nov. 8 Election Day 

Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day 

Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day 

 

December Monthly Emphasis – Nazarene Compassionate Ministries 

Dec. 5 (12, 19, 26th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors every Monday at noon. 

Dec. 21 First day of winter   (Brrrrrrr) 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day 

Dec. 26 Boxing Day (Canada) 

 

January Monthly Emphasis – Volunteer Ministries 

Jan. 1 New Years Day 

Jan. 2 (9, 16, 23, 30) Partners in Prayer for Pastors every Monday at noon. 

Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

 

 


